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Boys & Girls Clubs of Elkhart County 
has been a force for good in the lives 
of youth for over half a century. With 
over 60 years of experience in youth 
development and a team of skilled, 
caring professionals, we see potential in 
every child and teen that walks through 
our doors. We are here to elevate the 
youth of our community and let them 
know that they are capable, worthy, 
and important. We show up every 
day to prove to the world — and every 
individual child — that they have what it 
takes to reach a great future.

WHO WE ARE

We inspire and empower all young people, 
especially those who need us most, to reach 
their full potential as productive, caring, 
responsible citizens. 

We build deeply powerful relationships with 
the youth we serve and open avenues of 
opportunity for young people across our 
community.

We offer safe places where young people 
can learn, grow, and succeed.

We provide a quality Club Experience that 
assures success is within reach of every 
young person who enters our doors, with 
all members on track to graduate from high 
school with a plan for the future, equipped 
with the skills needed to have a successful 
life, and demonstrating good character and 
citizenship.

WHAT WE DOWE INSPIRE
& EMPOWER

YOUTH



“Being a Club Kid means 
more than just caring 
about yourself. It also 
means you are dedicated 
to learning how to be a 
good friend and citizen.” 

—Andres
Club Member & 

2018-19 Goshen Youth of the Year

Dear Friends,  
 
As I reflect on the successes and accomplishments of 2018, I am once again reminded of how 
blessed we are. There is no way we could continue to help so many young people without the 
dedication, commitment, and amazing contributions of our donors, volunteers, and partners. On 
behalf of our team, board, and every child Boys & Girls Clubs of Elkhart County has helped this 
year; we offer you our heartfelt thanks. Together we are making a positive difference in Elkhart 
County, and as we look ahead, we plan to do even more. 
 
This year we announced a partnership with Ivy Tech Community College to support educational 
opportunities and job-skills training for Boys & Girls Club members and introduced new 
programming focused on helping youth choose a path to follow after high school. Our Employment 
Training Certification (ETC) Program prepares youth for success in their first jobs and helps them 
develop a plan to achieve their chosen careers. Ivy Tech provides the tools to put those plans into 
action through career sessions at our Clubs and information on affordable, accessible education 
options. Club members and their families benefited this year from sessions providing information 
about various grants, financial aid options, and scholarships.  
 
2018 was the first full year that the Brian and Jeannelle Brady Center, our Boys & Girls Club facility 
in Elkhart, was open. Club members who completed the Indiana Kids academic success program 
at the Club over the school-year showed a 68% growth in reading and a 66% growth in math! 
 
We broke ground on a new Boys & Girls Club facility in Nappanee this year. Once completed, 
the Shea-Leavitt Families Clubhouse will allow us to serve more children, expand programs 
and services, and maximize the impact of Boys & Girls Clubs throughout Elkhart County. We 
are grateful for the outpouring of support shown by those in Nappanee and the surrounding 
communities.  
 
Thank you for your generosity and commitment to inspiring and empowering over 5,000 grateful 
Club members. 
 
Sincerely, 

Kevin Deary
President & CEO

“Now that I realize 
the power I have 
as a leader, I try to 
use that to make a 
positive impact on my 
community.” 

—Zayris
Club Member and 

2018-19 Elkhart Youth of the Year



YOUTH SERVED 
EACH DAY

YOUTH SERVED 
PER YEAR

Each day, we welcome over 
1,500 young people through our 

doors into safe, fun spaces to 
learn and grow.

We serve over 7,600 youth 
per year. 66% are registered 

members, and 34% are served 
through community outreach.

1,500+

7,600+

WHO WE SERVE
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Growth in Membership and Average Daily Attendance 2013-2018

Over 45% qualify for free or reduced-price lunch

Over 35% live in a single-parent household

49% Female \ 51% Male

22% Teens \ 78% Ages 5-12



“One of the most impactful experiences that I have had at the Club was 
while attending a field trip to colleges in Indiana. Since this visit I have been 
passionate about furthering my education after high school.”

-Haley
Club Member

2018-19 Middlebury Youth of the Year

Images

ACADEMIC
SUCCESS

CHARACTER & 
LEADERSHIP

We provide strong academic mentoring 
and enrichment activities that promote 

skill-building, confidence, and a love 
of learning in a safe, supportive, and 

innovative environment. 

 

Throughout the year, Club members of 
all ages participate in community service 
and leadership programs that build their 
skills while teaching them that they have 
the power to bring about positive change 

in their community.

 

HEALTHY
LIFESTYLES

CAREER
DEVELOPMENT

Our Health and Wellness programs 
develop young people’s capacity to 

engage in positive behaviors to nurture 
their well-being, set personal goals, and 

grow into self-sufficient adults.

Our Career Development programs 
help youth develop the skills they need 
to succeed in the workforce. Members 

are introduced to a variety of work 
environments and guest speakers, as 
well as career and financial planning 

assistance.

“One of the most impactful experiences 
that I have had at the Club was while 
attending a field trip to colleges in 
Indiana. Since this visit I have been 
passionate about furthering my education 
after high school.” 

—Haley
Club Member & 

2018-19 Middlebury Youth of the Year

We provide a quality Club Experience that assures success 
is within reach of every young person who enters our 
doors, with all members on track to graduate from high 
school with a plan for the future, equipped with the skills 
needed to have a successful life, and demonstrating good 
character and citizenship. 

We focus on four key program areas that work together to 
give our members a head start on a great future:



of
the

YEAR

YOUTH
ANDRES: 2018-19 Goshen & BGCEC Youth of the Year
“It is not the building or the furniture that I go to the Boys & Girls Club for-
-it is the people and the community. The Club has introduced me to some 
amazing people that make the Club the life-changing place it is. Those were 
the people that taught me the most important lessons and who helped me 
build my leadership skills, find my voice, and empowered me to turn my ideas 
into actions. As I work with younger kids, I see my own club experience living 
in them. Being a Club Kid means more than just caring about yourself. It also 
means you are dedicated to learning how to be a good friend and citizen.” 

BROOKE: 2018-19 Nappanee Youth of the Year 
“The Club is a place where I can hang out with my friends, where I can be 
myself, and a place where I can talk to somebody if and when I need to. When I 
have struggled with depression and personal issues, staff members at the Club 
helped me get through it by talking with me and listening. There are always 
staff at the Club to help me and give me advice when things are not going well 
at home, and they have been there for me when I felt like there was nobody I 
could talk to. Along with helping me get through tough times, the staff’s advice 
and leadership has inspired me to try and do the same for others. The Boys & 
Girls Club is truly a second home to me. “

HALEY: 2018-19 Middlebury Youth of the Year
“The Club has impacted my life in ways I did not think imaginable. One of the 
most impactful experiences that I have had at the Club was while attending a 
field trip to colleges in Indiana. Since this visit I have been passionate about 
furthering my education after high school. I plan to pursue a degree to help me 
achieve my goal of becoming a  Neonatal Nurse Practitioner. I hope that I will 
one day be able to take care of the healthy babies and cure the unhealthy ones 
as well. As I am transitioning through this time in my life, from high school to 
college, I am grateful for the opportunities the Club introduced to me.”

ZAYRIS: 2018-19 Elkhart Youth of the Year
“Becoming a member at the Boys & Girls Club was honestly one of the best 
choices I have made in my whole life. At first, I didn’t really do anything within 
the Club. It took almost the whole year before I started to emerge from my 
bubble and the Boys & Girls Club really started to make an impact on me. Two 
staff members in particular saw something in me that I did not even know 
existed. They saw a leader in me. Without my knowledge, they kind of tricked 
me into becoming a leader, which allowed me to show them the qualities of a 
leader that I possess. Now that I realize the power I have as a leader, I try to use 
that to make a positive impact on my community. “ 

The Youth of the Year program 
celebrates teens whose Club 
experience has empowered 
them to find their voice and 
achieve success. These 
individuals exemplify the Boys 
& Girls Club mission and are 
proof of the impact Clubs make 
in transforming and saving kids’ 
lives.

Each candidate represented 
their Club at the countywide 
Youth of the Year competition, 
where they competed for a spot 
at the Indiana State contest. 
As part of their candidacy, each 
candidate delivers a speech, 
participates in a panel interview 
and shares a series of essays 
about their Club experience.

Read on to see what our 
2018-19 Youth of the Year 
winners have to say about their 
Club experience, in their own 
words.

OUR 2018-19
YOUTH OF THE 
YEAR WINNERS



2018 BOARD 
MEMBERS

CHAIRMAN
Vince Turner

VICE CHAIRMAN
Brent Carrick

SECRETARY
Jeff Lund

TREASURER
Tim Koch

Derald Bontrager
Jason Bontrager
Steve Fidler
Dawn Fisher
Norm Floria
Theresa Gunden

Cindy Hayes
Rick Jenkins
Joanna King
Jeff Krusenklaus
John Leavitt
Dr. Don Minter
Mark Mow
Mason Ogle
Dr. Toni Pauls
Jodi Spataro
Jeff Troxel
Kami Tuttle
Julie Whitehead
Julia Willis
Doug Wogoman

CHAIRMAN
Bill Johnson

Derald Bontrager
George Buckingham
John Fidler
Troy Holland
John Leavitt

Dr. Don Minter
Mark Mow
Jim Shea Jr.
Dick Snyder
Bodie Stegelmann

FOUNDATION BOARD

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

PRESIDENT
Cindy Hayes

VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Thorne

TREASURER
Patrick Lee

Elizabeth Bond
Tom Canarecci
Dan Craig
Richard Delks
Doug Graham
Curt Holmes

Al Kreske
Dan Morrison
Mike Nolan
Mary Nommay-Keil
Dan Oakley
Terry O’Rourke
Carl Risk
Josh Roan
Jeff Rodino
Kathy Sears
Delwyn Shrock
Jami Stamm
Cedric Waters

PRESIDENT
Mason Ogle

VICE PRESIDENT
Phil Smoker

TREASURER
Garrett Cannizzo

Adrian Aguilar
Alan Albrecht
Shelly Fidler
Michael Gaeddert

Michilah Grimes
Ross Gunden
Heather Jenks
Jason Lippert
Andrew Martin
Lisa Meade
Dr. Alan Metcalfe
Landon Richmond
Tom Sexton
Denny Weldy
Sharon Welsh
Jon Wenger

PRESIDENT
Julie Whitehead

VICE PRESIDENT
Bill Clark

TREASURER
John Schmidlin

Jane Allen
Kim Huffman
Carlene Miller

Dean Miller
Doug Minix
Mary Minix
Dianne Myers
Carlos Navarro
Jason Pippenger
Matt Shoup
Chad Troyer
Will Weed
Tanya Wieland
Vicki Wingard

PRESIDENT
Kami Tuttle

VICE PRESIDENT
Sylvia Benjamin

TREASURER
Zach Troyer

Angie Clem
Ann Hasse

Scot Honeycutt
Philip Jenkins
Ben Leavitt
David Maugel
Gary Nephew
Frank Ramirez
Bertha Schwartz
Carol Sechrist
Dr. Allison Stair
Rachel Tompos
Troy Wuthrich

ELKHART BOARD GOSHEN BOARD

MIDDLEBURY BOARD NAPPANEE BOARD



2018 FINANCIAL RESULTS

• Fundraising Events
• Capital Campaign
• Grants
• KidsCare Fees
• Contributions
• United Way
• City and County
• Membership Dues
• Other
• Total

• $3,281,896
• $2,733,274
• $1,068,659
• $1,094,242• 
• $710,588
• $144,505
• $100,500
• $32,081
• $15,845
V$9,721,590

• 34%
• 28%
• 17%
• 11%
• 7%
• 1.5%
• 1%
• 0.3%
• 0.2%

•

REVENUES

EXPENSES

• Programs for Kids

• Fundraising

• Administration

• Total

• $4,903,169

• $1,239,075

• $525,519

• $6,667,763

• 74%

• 18%

• 8%

To make sure that the youth 
who need us most can afford 
our services, Club members 
pay an annual fee of just 
$15. This nominal fee opens 
the door to year-round 
programs that cost more than 
$1,300 per child. Thanks 
to the generous support of 
our funding organizations 
and individual donors, we 
can afford to empower and 
inspire every young person, 
regardless of their means.

(January 1, 2018 - December 31, 2018)



We inspire and empower 
all young people, especially 
those who need us most, 
to reach their full potential 
as productive, caring, 
responsible citizens.

www.GreatFutures.club


